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Instrumentation

3 Flutes (3™ Flute also Piccolo)

3 Oboes (3™ Oboe also English Horn)

3 Bb Clarinets (3™ Clarinet also Bass Clarinet and Eb Clarinet)
3 Bassoons (3" Bassoon also Contrabassoon)

4 Horns

3 C Trumpets
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
4 Percussionists

Xylophone,

Bass Drum, Snare Drum,

Crash Cymbals, Large Suspended Cymbal, Medium Suspended Cymbal, Small Splash Cymbal, Hi-hat
Triangle, Woodslap

2 Harps

Strings

Performance Notes
Score is transposed.

Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure, only at the octave in which
they occur. They are sometimes rewritten within a measure for clarity. Naturals are
often used across barline boundaries to further improve readability.

Approximate duration: 10’ 30”

Program Listing

Ballet Ruse (2016) Michael Gandolfi (b. 1956)

Program Notes

Ballet Ruse was written for and is dedicated to the Boston Philharmonic Youth Orchestra
and its Music Director, Benjamin Zander. The title is an obvious play on words after the
Ballet Russes, the great early 20" century ballet company, conceived by Sergei Diaghilev,
by which many great scores of Stravinsky, Debussy, Ravel, Prokofiev, et al, were
produced. The study of those scores remains a mainstay of all composers who followed,
and | have long desired to mine the riches of a portion of those wonderfully brilliant
works.

Ballet Ruse takes a decidedly postmodernist view or snapshot of the spirit of some of
those works, in a form that is akin to a brief ballet suite, with its cubist-style, quicksilver
changes of section, orchestration, and mood. Although there are no quotes from that
literature in Ballet Ruse, there are a few sections in which | simply allowed myself to
channel the spirit of a few select passages from that masterful repertoire.

An equally important impetus in conceiving the piece was the constitution of the program:
I was informed that my piece would open a program featuring Richard Strauss’ Till
Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks. | was asked to compose a work with the exact
instrumentation of Strauss’ masterpiece — a rather large orchestra that exceeds the
instrumentation of the standard orchestra of today. After | had written the first half of the
piece, | was informed that Til Eulenspiegel was being replaced with Hindemith’s
Symphonic Metamorphosis, so | changed the scoring to a more conventional orchestra.
However, | had already made reference to one of my favorite passages in Strauss’ Der
Rosenkavalier (though not by direct quote), which | could not change without completely
recomposing the piece, so a hint of Strauss remains in the opening and closing passages
of the piece.
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Transposed Score

Flute 1

Flute 2

Flute 3/Piccolo

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Oboe 3/English Horn

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2

Clarinet in Bb 3/Bass C1./Eb CI.

Bassoon 1,2

Bassoon 3/Cbsn.

HorninF 1

Horn in F 2

Hornin F 3

Horn in F 4

Trumpet in C 1,2

Trombone 1,2

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion
(Four players)

Harp 1

Harp 2

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
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