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Instrumentation

Oboe, Violin, Viola, Violoncello, Piano

Performance Notes
Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure, only at the octave in which

they appear. They are sometimes re-written within a measure for the sake of clarity.

A horizontal bracket indicates a primary line that needs to speak above the other lines
that are sounding with it.

All tremolos are measured (sixteenth notes).
The indication ‘n o n o,” written above note-heads in the oboe part, indicates an

alternation between a normal fingering and a harmonic fingering for the given note.

Duration: fifteen minutes

Program Listing

Canzona Nova: Fractured Fairy Tale (2010) Michael Gandolfi (b. 1956)

Program Notes

Canzona Nova: Fractured Fairy Tale was commissioned by and is dedicated to Paula
Peace and the Atlanta Chamber Players. In the immediate weeks prior to composing the
piece, | was studying several sixteenth-century instrumental canzonas. Many prominent
historians consider the instrumental canzona to be the forerunner of the sonata. The
instrumental canzona is characterized by lively rhythms, themes that are developed
through various contrapuntal treatments, and contrasting sections that are often joined
smoothly by overlapping cadences. All of these elements are in play in Canzona Nova:
Fractured Fairy Tale. Imitative writing, canonic devices and inversional imitation
abound in the piece, as well as very smooth elisions, which serve to join the work’s
several sections. With the exception of the very end of the piece, all of the writing is
comprised of lines, themes and tunes. The piece also has a kinship with Dixieland music;
not in its surface sound, but through the combining of several different tunes that are
played simultaneously: a salient feature of Dixieland music.

In the early stages of the compositional process, | played a fragment of the piece for a
friend of mine, Peggy Friedland, who commented that it had a “fractured fairy tale”
quality. | considered that a fair assessment of the sound-world that the piece inhabits
as well as referencing the jagged phrasing that is an obvious feature of the first section
(and later sections) of the piece, so | decided to append ‘fractured fairy tale’ to my
original title.

The single-movement, multi-sectioned work is scored for oboe, violin, viola, violoncello
and piano. Performance time is approximately fifteen minutes.

- Michael Gandolfi
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Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure, only at the octave in which
they appear. They are sometimes re-written within a measure for the sake of clarity.
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