Michael Gandolfi

Fortune, Fate, and The Fool

This work was commissioned by

The Lexington Symphony, Jonathan McPhee, Music Director

M51 Music (ASCAP)

michaelgandolfi.com



Instrumentation
2 Flutes (2™ also Piccolo)
2 Oboes
2 Bb Clarinets
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2 Tenor Trombones (an with F attachment)
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Xylophone, Glockenspiel,
Large Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals,
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Performance Notes
Score is transposed.
Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure, only at the octave in which they occur.

They are sometimes rewritten within a measure for clarity. Naturals are sometimes written across
barline boundaries for clarity.

Approximate duration: 14’ 30”

Program Listing

Fortune, Fate, and The Fool (2012) Michael Gandolfi (b. 1956)

Program Notes

Fortune, Fate, and The Fool draws its inspiration from Italo Calvino’s 1977 novel The Castle of Crossed
Destinies. In that telling, a group of travelers, strangers to one another, pass a long night sharing their
personal histories through the arrangement of cards from the Tarot.

Fortune, Fate, and The Fool imagines the juxtaposition of two archetypes from the Tarot’s Major
Arcana: The Fool, and The Wheel of Fortune. The Fool represents imprudence and impetuosity; The
Wheel is destiny. Following Calvino’s lead, this juxtaposition suggests a narrative that is illustrated in the
music: The Fool spins The Wheel to discover his fate. Unhappy with The Wheel’s answer, he spins it
again...and again...and again, until he’s given the answer he imagines he deserves.

Setting off on the path indicated by this ill-gotten fate, The Fool soon finds himself in a dark forest. He
dances by firelight in an effort to dispel a foreboding that has descended on him. Perhaps inevitably, he
is set upon in the darkness by malevolent forces.

Alone, beaten, robbed of his possessions, The Fool lies in the darkness, resolved to his fate. At sunrise,
however, he is discovered by passersby, who lead him into the daylight, and into what may be his true

destiny: fellowship in the warming embrace of family.

Dana Bonstrom



to Jonathan McPhee and the Lexington Symphony Orchestra

Fortune, Fate, and The Fool

(transposed score)

Michael Gandolfi (2012)

Fool, Rising
Andante (J=c.92)
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Fortune, Fate, and The Fool

Approaching Fortune's Wheel
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Fortune, Fate, and The Fool
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Fortune, Fate, and The Fool
The Fool Spins the Wheel
Presto (J=c. 144)
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Fortune, Fate, and The Fool
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Unhappy, The Fool Spins Again
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Fortune, Fate, and The Fool

The Fool Foolishly Spins Again
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Another Spin — and the Answer He Seeks
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