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4 Horns

3 C Trumpets

2 Tenor Trombones
1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

Timpani
3 percussionists:
Vibraphone, Xylophone, Glockenspiel,
Tubular Chimes, Hand Bells (from Middle-C up: C,D,E,F,G,A,Bb)
Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal
Bass Drum, Snare Drum
Claves, Triangle

Harp

Strings

Performance Notes
Score is transposed

Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure only at the octave in which they appear.
They are sometimes re-written within a measure for clarity.

Approximate Duration: 23 minutes



Program Listing

Fourth Chickasaw Variations Michael Gandolfi

Program Notes

Fourth Chickasaw Variations

Michael Gandolfi’s Fourth Chickasaw Variations celebrates Memphis in a progression of impressionistic passages
invoking the city’s multifarious history and unique American character.

The work’s structure was inspired by Benjamin Britten’s Lachrymae: Reflections on a Song of Dowland (opus
48a). Rather than the anticipated organization of a set of variations — in which a relatively straightforward
melody is stated at the outset, and thereafter restated in increasingly complex departures (Bach’s Goldberg
Variations and Beethoven’s Diabelli Variations are examples) — Britten chose to proceed backwards: the careful
listener is invited to contemplate a multi-layered palimpsest at the outset, from which Dowland’s melody is only
gradually reconstituted and revealed through successive variations — until it ultimately emerges in its simplest
statement, and in full throat.

Fourth Chickasaw Variations, like the Britten work, is comprised of eleven movements: ten variations, then its
over-arching theme. The variations will, each in turn, evoke an aspect of Memphis: its culture, its history, its lore
and legend; its geography, its politics, its commerce; and — of course — its music.

The listener is invited to discern the particular melody at the heart of the variations — a melody, the composer
ardently wishes, that will be familiar (and dear) to most, if not all, Memphians.

Fourth Chickasaw Variations imagines Memphis as a city repeatedly on the cusp of challenge and change. The
work celebrates a city that responds to those changes and challenges in a manner that only enhances its status
as a vital American metropolis. Fourth Chickasaw Variations, at its core, contains a hope for Memphis’s
continuing, central influence on the American Experience.

The composer dedicates this work — with great affection and gratitude — to Paul and Linnea Bert, whose
unflagging support, encouragement, and friendship have been vital to the creation of Fourth Chickasaw
Variations.

— Program Notes by Dana Bonstrom
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