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Program Listing 

history of the world in seven acts                   michael gandolfi (2009) 
computer animation by jonathan bachrach 

 

Program Notes 

I was introduced to Jonathan Bachrach by the Boston Musica Viva’s Music Director, Richard 
Pittman, in the spring of 2007, to discuss the creation of a work for computer animation and 
chamber ensemble.  Upon seeing Jonathan’s dazzling animation, witnessing his brainy playfulness 
and observing his work-space at M.I.T. (full of computers, circuit boards, robots, LED’s, etc., 
uncannily reminiscent of the chaos of my writing desk), I knew that we had a promising future.  
However, before delving into a new work for the Boston Musica Viva, we thought it prudent to 
compose a study piece, a sketch as it were, which we did in the spring of 2008.  Overall, we felt 
good about that working model, ironed out a few bumps, and decided to build upon that initial 
sketch for our commissioned work. 

I have had collaborations with several film makers and video artists, but this is my first work with a 
computer animator.  Jonathan’s work stands in direct contrast to the fixed-form film and mostly 
fixed-form video art with which I have worked: it unfolds in real-time at each performance.  This 
proves challenging to the synchronizing of music and discreet imagery, as the look, movement and 
placement of visual details differ with each screening.  However, the ‘environments’ that Jonathan 
creates are unwavering; i.e., the functional activities that occur within these environments are 
predictable.  Additionally, for this piece, Jonathan structured ‘camera viewpoints’ in a fixed, 
repeatable sequence.  These pillars proved invaluable for the grounding of my musical 
composition. 

Jonathan’s work is expressed as seven ‘environments’ that trace the history of a virtual society.  He 
named these as follows: egg, anarchy, fabric, swing, imitation, follow, escape.  My objective was 
to amplify this storyboard, not merely accompany it.  I strove to effect a connection between the 
visual, the aural, and the imaginings evoked by each, prompting the viewer/listener to experience 
a natural ebb and flow between the animation and music; each informing and ‘creating’ the other.   

Jonathan’s objects in this piece are geometric (primarily cubes) although their movements suggest 
biomorphic shapes.  Their actions trace a societal evolution expressed through complex 
relationships and long-range developments.  I created a deep musical structure, tracing a similar 
evolution through subtle manipulations of pitch, rhythm, contour and timbre, which ultimately aligns 
with the principal character’s return to center-stage at the end of the piece; a character that is 
transformed by the cumulative experiences gained in the evolving, developing history of the world. 

Michael Gandolfi  
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history of the world in seven acts
Michael Gandolfi (2009)

Score in C

i. egg

to Richard Pittman and the Boston Musica Viva

© Copyright 2009 by Michael Gandolfi.  International Copyright secured.  All Rights Reserved
Copying or reproducing this publication in whole or in part violates the Federal Copyright Law.
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