Michael Gandolfi

Night Train to Perugia

M51 Music (ASCAP)

michaelgandolfi.com






Michael Gandolfi

Night Train to Perugia

Commissioned by the Boston Symphony Orchestra on the occasion of the
75" Anniversary of the Tanglewood Music Festival

First performance: August 5, 2012, The Koussevitzky Music Shed, Tanglewood, Lenox,
Massachusetts, The Boston Symphony Orchestra, Lorin Maazel, conductor

M51 Music (ASCAP)

michaelgandolfi.com

Cover image: René Magritte, La Durée Poignardée



Instrumentation

3 Flutes (3" Flute also Piccolo)

3 Oboes (3™ Oboe also English Horn)

3 Bb Clarinets (3™ Clarinet also Bass Clarinet)
3 Bassoons (3™ Bassoon also Contrabassoon)

4 Horns

3 C Trumpets
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
3 Percussionists

Glockenspiel, Tubular Chimes

Bass Drum, Snare Drum,

1 Large Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals, Tam-Tam
Triangle, Guiro or Washboard, Brake Drum, Shakers

Harp
Piano

Strings

Performance Notes
Score is transposed.

Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure, only at the octave in
which they occur. They are sometimes rewritten within a measure for clarity.
Naturals are often used across barline boundaries to further improve readability.

Approximate duration: 5 30”

Program Listing

Night Train to Perugia (2012) Michael Gandolfi (b. 1956)

Notes

Night Train to Perugia is a monothematic work that takes flight through
musings on neutrinos (subatomic particles), trains, and surrealism. Variations in
musical time and perception are explored as the theme progresses through myriad
guises. During the piece’s brief duration, train whistles (old and new), train-track
rhythms, Doppler effects, neutrino showers, time dilation effects, and a host of
contrapuntal thematic treatments are heard. After a grand arrival at “the station,”
we magically find ourselves poised at the beginning, as if the train has yet to leave
the station, implying that the beginning of the journey and the end are the same; a
condition that is an odd reality for life on the quantum level, and one that is in
kinship with a neutrino’s perspective.

While composing this piece, several serendipitous circumstances conspired to
influence its direction. One day while composing a passage evocative of steam train
whistles, a freight train passed nearby. | transcribed its pitches and scored them for
the French horns (a good match for the timbre of that train’s horn), at the precise
point in the piece at which | was working. On another day, surrealist references,
which mix well with the nonsensical quantum world, seemed appropriate for many
of the work’s descriptive/expressive phrasings. During a recent trip to Chicago, |
placed several of these phrases in the score and took a break to visit the Art
Institute of Chicago. While strolling through the galleries | found Magritte’s classic
surrealist painting, La Durée Poignardée, literally “ongoing time stabbed by a
dagger,” but popularly known as “Time Transfixed,” which depicts a train emerging
from a dining-room fireplace, as well as a clock that rests on the fireplace mantle in
front of a mirror that partially reflects the contents placed on the mantle. This
painting best exemplifies the main conceptual sources of my piece: trains,
surrealism, and time and its odd, quantum effects.

Night Train to Perugia derives its title from an underground scientific ‘test-
track,” which begins at the Cern particle accelerator in Switzerland and terminates
at a research facility under Italy’s Gran Sasso Mountain. Neutrinos are sent along
this ‘track’ to test various quantum effects. Perugia is the penultimate city under
which the neutrinos travel. While considering a name for the work, | called upon
Boston-based writer, Dana Bonstrom, who provided this evocative title.
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...the quantum effect: timelessness..."in my beginning is my end."...
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Night Train to Perugia

Tempo I, Allegro (J.= c. 120-126)
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non vib. (evocative of an old steam-train whistle)

Night Train to Perugia
...time transfixed I: surrealist trains from afar...

(H=2) (J = . 90-94+)
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Night Train to Perugia

...chromatic flight (fanfare)...
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Night Train to Perugia

reference frames...

...time dilation I:
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...fugato neutrino (brief return of the scherzo)...
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inverted worlds...
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...the quantum effect: timelessness "in my end is my beginning."...
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