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Approximate Duration: 7 minutes

Performance Notes

Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure, only at the octave in
which they are written. They are sometimes re-written within a measure for the
sake of clarity. As is traditional, barlines cancel all accidentals from the previous
measures, but naturals are sometimes written in a new measure if they are deemed
likely to aid in readability.

Program Listing

Paula’s Piece (2015) Michael Gandolfi (b. 1956)

Program Notes

Paula’s Piece is a single movement work for solo piano of approximately seven-
minutes duration, written for and dedicated to Paula Peace, my friend, colleague
and pianist. Ron Antinori, Paula’s longtime friend, requested that | compose a
piano piece as a gift to Paula in celebration of her many years as Founder and
Artistic Director of the Atlanta Chamber Players.

It was Ron’s wish that | consider inflecting the piece with a Latin American flavor in
honor of Paula’s love for her second home in Mexico, and its surrounding culture
that she and her family so admire and enjoy. | decided to take a liberal approach to
Ron’s wish in deriving my inspiration from a principal cultural source: Spain.
Although the piece is not based on specific Spanish forms or tunes, it makes
extensive use, both in the foreground and background, of a particular harmonic
language, as well as melodic and rhythmical devices, indigenous to the music of
southern and central Spain. The overall structure of the work takes the shape of a
hybrid sonata form, while exploring some of the myriad colors that the piano
affords. A special thanks goes to my sister Jodi for her keen advice on many aspects
of the piece, including pianistic issues (pedaling, fingerings, etc.), as well as purely
musical ones.

It was a sheer joy to compose this work for Paula. She was ever-present in my
thoughts during its creation.

-Michael Gandolfi
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to serve as a loose guide in shaping the rubato of this section.
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