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Instrumentation

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

English horn

2 Bb Clarinets
Bb Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

Bb Clarinet Solo

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C

2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Harp

Timpani
4 Percussionists

Marimba, Xylophone, Tubular Chimes, Glockenspiel
Bass Drum
Tambourine, Triangle, Brake Drum, Ratchet, Cabasa

Performance Notes
Score is transposed.

Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure, only at the octave in which
they occur. They are sometimes rewritten within a measure for clarity.

Approximate duration: 10 minutes

Program Listing

Winding Up/Winding Down (2014) Michael Gandolfi (b. 1956)

Program Notes

Winding Up/Winding Down is a serenade for clarinet and wind ensemble in a single, ten-minute
movement. The opening material is a transcription of an audio crosswalk-signal that | frequently
encounter in Harvard Square in my home city of Cambridge, Massachusetts. The rhythmical
phasing of two of these signal-beacons is quite striking, so | decided to build this pulsed dance
into an elaborate passage that provides the introductory (and main) material for the piece.

There are many sections in the work, featuring the clarinet in virtuosic as well as lyrical guises
and accompanied by various instrumental groupings, all of which are placed in an overall form
that is suggestive of a condensed, introduction-fast-slow-fast-coda, concerto design.

The spirited sections that follow the introduction comprise the first ‘fast’ portion of the form. The
‘slow’ section of the form features the soloist accompanied by bassoons and timpani. Music of
quite different character, and much speedier tempo, follows and drives the piece to its most
heightened and animated state, providing a sense of ‘winding up’ or ratcheting-up the action.
This music, coupled with the following lyrical sections, comprise the last ‘fast’ section of the form.
The coda features the return of the crosswalk-signal material, presented in an altered, less
animated manner than that heard in the opening, imbuing the piece with an overall sense of
‘winding down,” and prompting the soloist to continue ‘winding down’ alone to the end of the
piece.

Winding Up/Winding Down is dedicated to William Wrzesian, an extraordinary clarinetist, brilliant
musician, and a longstanding faculty of the New England Conservatory, whose tenure there
spanned five decades, and whose artistry | was fortunate to observe during my developmental
years as an NEC student. | would also like to express my gratitude to William Drury, the driving
force in bringing this work to fruition, whose long-standing support, collegiality, and consummate
musicianship, | have always admired.



to William Wrzesian

Winding Up/Winding Down

for Bb Clarinet and Wind Ensemble Michael Gandolfi (2014)

Transposed Score
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l) (whole-step trill)
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Conductor's note: Here, the dynamic will 'reset' to a slightly higher level than the previous phrase-start, and a 'natural crescendo' to mm. 21 will occur.
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Fanfare (like an upbeat)
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Breakout (like a downbeat)
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Unexpected detour:
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it must begin after m. 407 and be very slight.
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which is the ultimate arrival on F. A reset will signal the start of another cycle and hence will obstruct the sense of completion that takes effect at m. 413.
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con sord. (*whispa mute)
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Conductor's note: this passage may be read with or without a slight crescendo. If a crescendo is implemented,

It absolutely must not reset at m. 413
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* If whispa mute (practice mute) is not available, use straight mute or straight mute with damping.
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